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November 2025 Newsletter 

 
 

Global Kinship Week. 
Kin Raising Kids Tasmania recently celebrated this event in 
conjunction with Baptcare and Mission Australia. 
 

 
On Wednesday, 8 October, we celebrated Global Kinship Morning Tea events in both the North West and 
the South. Participants enjoyed the opportunity to engage with several regional politicians. The photos on 
this page are from the North West celebration, where kin carers shared a delicious morning tea and made 
wonderful connections with like-minded people. It was a great time for everyone, with the children happily 
cared for by the HUB staff in Devonport as they played on the climbing equipment. 
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Kinship Care: The Hidden Backbone of Child Welfare 

Australia’s child welfare system quietly relies on kinship care—where relatives like grandparents, aunts, or 

siblings step in when parents can’t. It’s often informal, underfunded, and overlooked, yet nearly half of all 

out-of-home care children are in these arrangements. 

 

What Is Kinship Care? 

Kinship care means children are raised by family or close friends instead of foster carers. It keeps cultural 

and family ties strong, especially for Indigenous communities. It can be formal (through child protection 

agencies) or informal (private family arrangements). 

 

Why It Matters 

Children in kinship care often fare better emotionally and psychologically. They stay connected to their 

roots, siblings, and traditions—key ingredients for long-term stability and identity development. 

 

The Challenges 

Kinship carers face: 

 

• Little financial support 

• Limited legal authority 

• Emotional and bureaucratic strain 

Many are older adults on fixed incomes, stepping in during crises without preparation or resources. 

 

A Kinship Care Bill 

Possible legislation would aim to: 

 

• Provide financial parity with foster carers 

• Grant legal authority for medical and educational decisions 

• Extend education support like the pupil premium 

• Improve school admissions and oversight 

 

Why Reform Is Urgent 

Neglecting kinship carers costs more in the long run—through poorer outcomes and increased reliance on 

public services. It’s also a moral issue: these carers make huge sacrifices and deserve recognition and 

support. 

 

What Needs to Happen 

To pass the Bill, we need: 

 

• Bipartisan political support 

• Public and media advocacy 

• Committee reviews for expert input 

• Incremental wins through policy changes 

 

Kinship care isn’t a side note—it’s central to a compassionate, effective child welfare system. 

 
………………………………………………………………………… 
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Community Kinship Governance Group - Progress. 
Organisation Key: Baptcare (B), Mission Australia (MA), Department of Premier and Cabinet (DPAC), 
Kin Raising Kids (KRK), Foster and Kinship Carers Association of Tasmania (FKAT). 

Key Achievements (2022-2025) 
Program Growth, Delivery & Engagement 

• Increased carer group attendance. 
• New peer-led groups launched in Devonport and Burnie. 

• Re-engagement of previously disengaged 
carers via mailouts and outreach. 

• Community intake trialled successfully, 
improving service access. 

• Referrals increased through engagement 
workers and word-of-mouth. 

• School holiday activities well attended. 
Training & Capacity Building 

• Strong attendance and national 
representation at FKAT conferences. 

• Statewide delivery of Trauma-Informed 
Care, Challenging Behaviours, Resilience, 

and Grief & Loss workshops. 
• Plans underway for virtual training to improve accessibility. 

Governance & Strategic Planning 
• Terms of Reference reviewed and adopted. 
• Strategic overlay session planned to identify 

key issues for coming year(s). 
Advocacy and Policy Influence and Wins 

• Government approved expanded respite 
definitions to enable flexible use of 

underspent funds and increased staffing to 
engage unidentified carers. 

• Political engagement to push for federal 
recognition of informal kinship carers. 

• Successful delivery of Global Kinship Care Week events. 
• Launch of the Centre for Excellence in Child 

and Family Welfare in Tasmania. 
• Services Australia direct access and information session. 

Operational Improvements 
• Carer surveys shifted from quarterly to six-monthly. 

• Brokerage guidelines updated to include 
RecLink and sporting opportunities. 

• Strategy developed for managing brokerage only clients. 
• Increased brokerage usage to support cost of-living needs. 

• Organic growth of peer support networks. 
• Local area intake enabled direct ARL referrals by practitioners. 
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As do, Kin Raising Kids Tasmania, (KRK), 

GPV/KCV support the right of children and adults to 

know their biological identity 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

 
A few years ago, GPV/KCV became aware of the increasing numbers of children and young 

people in out-of-home care seeking to know about their biological family. At the same time, 

we became aware of children who had been adopted wanting their birth certificates to reflect 

their biological family information. The following statement was drafted by the Board to 

reflect the views of the Board on these matters. Recent stories indicate that it is time to 

reflect again on these matters. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Cheers, Anne McLeish – Director 
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Our illustrious President, Jan Savage, taking time 

to promote Kin Raising Kids Tasmania at the 

‘Volunteer Expo’ held in Wynyard recently. A 

community event organized by Live Well 

Tasmania to entice volunteer communal support 

in the Wynyard region. 

 

National Foster and Kinship Care Conference 

Will this year be held in Sydney from the 

28th – 30th November 2025 

This is a fantastic opportunity to network with other carers 

from different States and Territories. 

Current KRK members can apply for limited assistance to attend. 
 

 

Kin Raising Kids Tasmania Incorporated. 

 
If you aren’t yet a Supporter or Member of Kin Raising Kids Tasmania, please consider 

joining by contacting admin@kin4kids.org.au Encourage anyone you know who has an 

interest in this work to visit our website: kin4kids.org.au and make contact with Jan or Joh

mailto:admin@kin4kids.org.au
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